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‘Let your light shine’
‘Matthew 5:16
Whitley Memorial 

Church of England Primary School
EYFS Unit

All the staff at Whitley Memorial Primary School would like to wish you and your child a very warm welcome to our Early Years Foundation Stage Unit. We are delighted that your child will be coming to our school and hope that the time your child spends with us will be a happy experience for everyone.
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   We trust this booklet will be useful to you when you are preparing your child to enter school.
Through the love and guidance of God, at Whitley Memorial CofE Primary School we intend to provide an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian practice, Belief and Core Values.

Our Early Years Intent
As a Church of England school, we value all of God’s children, and follow our vision of equality for all. We believe that at Whitley Memorial Church of England Primary we are one big family, the 'Whitley Family’, striving to support our children equally in their spiritual and personal growth alongside their academic development.
In Early Years, we will work in partnership with parents to provide a safe, play-led, yet challenging environment for our children. We provide an ambitious curriculum where every child is given the opportunity to fulfil their potential and become independent learners.

We ensure that children feel secure, happy and valued. We support the development of a rich vocabulary and a love of reading in our school. EYFS staff ensure all children receive the very best start to their learning journey and we prioritise our interactions to meet all the children’s individual needs, so that everyone has opportunity to
'Let Your Light Shine.'

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM
We actively promote the guiding principles as set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS):

· That every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

· That children learn to be strong and independent through Positive relationships.
· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching support by adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit form a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

· The importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
There are seven areas of learning, three are prime areas and four are specific areas.
The three prime areas are:
Communication and Language

Physical Development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

“The three prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive."
The four specific areas are:

Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding the World

Expressive Arts and Design

All areas of learning and development are connected to one another and are equally important. We feel that the skills they learn in the foundation stage form an important basis for life long learning skills. 
The Prime and Specific Areas foster the development of the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning, which are:

· Playing and Exploring
Children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go’.
· Active Learning

Children concentrate and keep on trying if encounter difficulties and enjoy achievement.

· Creating and Thinking Critically
Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.

ORGANISATION
Children in our Early Years unit are aged between three and five. Most children start Nursery in the September after their third birthday. Some children are invited to attend after Christmas or at the beginning of the summer term if they are already three.

Admission to Nursery is not a guarantee of a place in Reception. Parents will need to apply for a school place for their child in January.

Play is the foundation of early learning skills and development. In the Early Years Unit, we teach the curriculum through a range of play activities, which consists of a balance of adult-led and child initiated activities. The Early Years Unit is for nursery and reception age children. Children will be working in small key groups for part of the day with other children in their year group. Children will have their own key person. The staff will then be working with all of the children in the foundation stage during their continuous provision time. The activities are matched to the abilities of the children.

The Early Years' curriculum guidance states that,
“Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve problems.”
Children work independently, in pairs and groups. Activities and resources are differentiated to ensure that they are suitable for different abilities. The adults extend the children’s learning through questioning and guided play.
In Early Years, the children are provided with a snack each day of a piece of fruit or vegetable, which is a free government initiative. Milk is available for all children and no charge is made until the term of their fifth birthday. We also encourage parents to bring in a bottle of water, clearly labelled with their child’s name. The children have free access to these throughout the day.

All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children will be eligible for free school meals, regardless of individual financial circumstances. Nursery children who are entitled to the 30 hour provision can have a school dinner, which currently costs £2.30 per day. Alternatively, if your child would prefer to bring a packed lunch to school please let us know in advance. Packed lunch boxes or bags need to be clearly named. If your child has any food allergies, please let us know.

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance is vital if pupils are to achieve their full potential both socially and academically. Please only keep your child away from school if they are ill. Holidays are classed as an unauthorised absence except for exceptional circumstances.
Reception times
Doors will open at 8.45 am and registration is at 8.50 a.m.  The end of the school day is 3.20 pm.
Nursery session times
Morning Nursery

8.45-11.45am
Afternoon Nursery 
12.15-3.15pm
30 hour provision  

Full time Nursery 
9.00-3.00pm
(including lunch)

Morning and Afternoon Nursery children have the same opportunities and follow the same curriculum. 
ARRIVALS AND COLLECTIONS

It is very important that you bring your child to school on time so that they have the time to settle into activities with their friends. All children need to use their class entrance. The door will remain open for 10 minutes only at the beginning of each session. If you arrive outside of these times, you will need to use the main school entrance and ring for entry.  This is part of our school security procedure to ensure the safety of our pupils and staff. Punctuality is very important, as the late arrival of children can be extremely disruptive to the normal work of the Unit.
It is also important that you arrive on time to collect your child in order to avoid your child becoming distressed. If you have an emergency and know that, you may be a little bit late then please contact us as soon as possible. We also need to know if someone, other than yourself, is collecting your child, please let us know beforehand at the beginning of each session.  
ACCIDENTS AND ILLNESS

In the event of a child becoming ill or having an accident at school we will need to contact you quickly. You are asked therefore to give an emergency contact number where you may be reached and an alternative number if you are unavailable.  Should these numbers change please inform a member of staff immediately. Children should be kept off school up to 48 hours following any sickness or diarrhoea.
MEDICINES IN SCHOOL

If it becomes necessary for a child to have medicine during a session, parents must first inform the teacher. The treatment of minor conditions should in the main be undertaken at home. Prescribed and some over the counter medicines, such as Calpol may be administered by school at the Head Teachers discretion. The medicine must be clearly labelled with the child's name. A form must be filled in, with instructions for use. Copies of these forms are available from the office or a member of the Early Years' staff. If your child has medical condition, e.g. asthma then a care plan needs to be completed.
CLOTHING AND DRESS IN SCHOOL 
The uniform for the foundation stage children is a red sweatshirt or cardigan with a white polo shirt, and a grey skirt/pinafore dress or grey trousers. In the summer red school dresses and grey shorts can be worn.
Sweatshirts and cardigans, bearing the school logo are available to buy from Emblematic school wear in Bedlington. We encourage all children to wear these or plain red tops. Parents should ensure that all clothing is named. We often have a huge pile of lost property with no names and it is difficult to match them up to the right child.
Please try to avoid clothing with difficult fastenings as we try to encourage children to be independent and get ready by themselves. Velcro fastening shoes are a great idea. Children will need to bring a waterproof coat each day and a sunhat for warm days.

Working in the outdoor environment is a regular feature of life in Early Years. Children will have access to wellington boots. If you have any spare ones we would welcome donations.
Parents should provide children in Nursery with a change of clothes. This is extremely useful in case of accidents. This may be left on your child’s peg in a small named bag.

Reception need a separate PE kit, which is a plain white t-shirt, black shorts, leggings or jogging bottoms. They will only need sandshoes or trainers in the summer term when we work outside. Again all named please. Children can come into school in their PE kit on the day they have PE.  The class teacher will let you know which day is PE after the children have started in September. 
All children need a reading book bag, which is available from Emblematic.

No earrings are allowed, children need to wear retainers.
No responsibility can be accepted for any items or valuables, which may be lost or damaged in the Unit. Children’s own toys and possessions may get lost or broken, please ask your child to leave them at home.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
· Share lots of books and read lots of stories.
· Count anything and everything! E.g., how many apples have we got?

· Encourage your child to chat about what they are doing.

· Talk to them and involve them in everyday activities e.g. cooking and washing. For instance, Can you match the socks?
· Encourage them to help, e.g. putting their toys away

· Let them be as independent as possible, encourage them to use the toilet by themselves and get dressed by themselves
RECORDING PROGRESS
Assessment forms an important part of the educational process as it enables us to build upon the child’s knowledge and move them on to the next step.

TAPESTRY
We use an online learning journal called Tapestry where each child has their own Tapestry account. This can be accessed and added to by both staff and parents/carers. This is a great way for you to see the experiences and learning that they have at school through photographs, video clips and comments. You can also capture any learning that they do at home and celebrate their achievements. We share these moments in school and children are very proud to show and tell us what they have been doing and learning.

All parents of children joining our Early Years Unit will be given a Tapestry form to complete.

REPORTING TO PARENTS

Parents have regular contact with staff on a daily basis. This provides us with the opportunity to share information about concerns and successes as they arise throughout the year. However, if there is some matter that will take time to discuss, parents are asked to make an appointment with the teacher at a mutually convenient time. Half termly newsletters also contain information about the curriculum and activities that can be done at home to support the learning intentions within the Unit. Tapestry provides an opportunity for you to reflect with your child on their achievements throughout the year. 
Parents Evenings are held twice a year. This is an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, set targets and should there be any difficulties, resolve them. Parents will be given a written report on their child's progress at the end of their Reception and Nursery year. 
We also regularly hold ‘Shine’ celebrations on Friday afternoons for Reception children and their parents. Nursery also have ‘Let your light shine’ celebrations on Friday. All ‘Let your light shine’ celebrations are shared on Tapestry.
Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs)
We have two Designated Safeguarding Leads in School:

Mrs Stephanie Roome – Head teacher

Mrs Paula Townsend – Deputy Head Teacher
         MEET THE EARLY YEARS TEAM:

Miss. Tori Hansen

Reception Teacher

EYFS/Key Stage 1 Curriculum Lead
Miss. Joanne Dodd 
Nursery Teacher
Mrs. Michelle Cannon

Teaching Assistant

Mrs. Tabatha Dodds

Teaching Assistant

Mrs. Gemma Saddler

Teaching Assistant

Mrs. Stephanie Roome
Head Teacher

Mrs. Paula Townsend
Deputy Head Teacher 

If you have any questions or worries, please do not hesitate to approach any member of staff.

We occasionally have teaching and nursery nurse students working in our Early Years Unit
CONTACT DETAILS

Whitley Memorial C of E Primary School,

Gordon Terrace,

Bedlington

Northumberland

NE22 5DE

Mrs. Stephanie Roome          Head Teacher

Mrs. Dezra Riley            
School Business Manager

Mrs. Vicky Stephenson
         Admin Assistant
Tel: 01670 822994

Fax: 01670 828473

Email: admin@whitley.northumberland.sch.uk
We also have a super website, which you can visit

www.whitley.northumberland.sch.uk

And a Facebook page

Facebook: Whitley Memorial CE First School

Breakfast Club

Breakfast club is available from 8.00 each morning. Please contact the office for further information.
Your interest in your child’s education is very important and we welcome your involvement and support.

